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The Global Give Back Circle and the young beneficiaries who 

learn to „Give Back‟ 
Registered as a 2008 Clinton Global Initiative (CGI) Commitment, the 

Global Give Back Circle (GGBC) provides Kenyan girls from 

disadvantaged backgrounds—many of them orphans—the skills, savvy, 

and support to escape the cycle of poverty and empower the next 

generation as well.  

 

Thanks to GGBC and its partners, each girl enters a circle of 

empowerment and receives:  

1. A dedicated mentor from Kenya or abroad – who provides 

continuous mentorship throughout secondary school and tertiary 

education.  

2. Intensive workshops in life-skills, including financial literacy 

3. A nine-month ICT course at an ICT Lab sponsored by Microsoft 

and other corporate partners.  This course keeps her from harm‘s 

way during the ‗gap year‘ after secondary school while she lives in a 

special dormitory next to the lab. 

4. A college or university education and workforce transitioning 

guidance 

 

In return, the girls: 

1. Implement ‗Give Back Commitments‘ in Nairobi or their local 

community/villages  

2. Agree to mentor the next generation of girls, and 

3. Commit to ‗give back‘ treasure too – once they realize financial 

independence. 

 

Many partners, from USAID to Microsoft, MasterCard 

Foundation, and KCDF 

GGBC integrates partners from the public and private sectors around 

a concept President Clinton calls ‗Good Economics‘ - business strategy 
connected to compassion. USAID joined the partnership in February 

Global Give Back Circle: A Clinton Global 

Initiative Commitment 
Increase from 35 to 535 girls in three years 
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2011 and is contributing $3.5 million.  There are over 20 corporate 

partners in this $7 million adolescent girl education and empowerment 

intervention, including Microsoft, MasterCard Foundation, Standard 

Charter Bank, Equity Bank, KPMG, Deloitte, Safaricom Foundation, 

Surgipharm, Barclays, Monsanto, Old Mutual, GM and EcoLab.   

 

Corporate partners provide scholarships, ICT skills-development, 

internships, mentors and other support.  For instance, to bridge the 

long ―gap period‖ between secondary school and college/university, 

Microsoft and others installed two computer laboratories and safe 

dormitories at GGBC high schools. 

 

KCDF (Kenya Community Development Foundation) implements 

GGBC and embeds grass-roots ownership and sustainability.  

 

Today, GGBC includes: 
 535 girls now in secondary school (393), gap year (60) or 

college/university (82). 
 

 300 mentors from nine countries – with a goal to have 535 

mentors in twelve months. 
 

 20 + private sector partners. 
 

 Girl retention is 90%, mentor 

retention is 85% and private 

sector retention is 100%. 
 

 100% of the girls are engaged in 

give back commitments that 

impact their communities.  
 

 24 girls are certified GGBC 

Butterflies, and assume leadership 

roles in the acquisition and 

relationship management of 

private sector partnerships. 
 

 Mentors commit $50 - $100 annually to support the 

implementation of workshops, events and the facilitation of the 

mentoring process.   20% have chosen to personally sponsor all or 

some of their mentee‘s education.   

 

Girls‟ Commitment 

 GGBC members make annual ‗Give Back Commitments‘ of their 

own each May – and update their ‗Give Back Progress Reports‘. 
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 They develop ‗Give Back‘ concepts in a workshop led by Deputy 

Director of Programs at Clinton Global Initiative. 
 

 

 Commitments cover a range of issues such as health, education, 

environment, access to water, etc.  

 

 Butterflies‘ work to recruit new corporate sponsors to expand the 

program. 

 

Recent Highlights 

“Hey Sister, Get Clued-Up” Is a newly registered CGI 

Commitment, made by the ‗First Class‘ of GGBC beneficiaries.  The 

commitment works to network up to 10,000 African girls and provide 

them with education in areas of health, financial literacy, social 

networking literacy.  ‗Hey Sister, Get Clued-Up‘ leverages the ICT 

skills gained through Microsoft‘s partnership, access to computers in 

the ICT Lab and at KCDF, as well as personal contact, to reach girls 

throughout rural Kenya and other parts of Africa.  GGBC is now an 

intergenerational CGI Commitment Partner.   

 

International Girls Summits:  GGBC Butterflies, Pauline and Lilian 

gather support from private companies throughout Kenya to invest in 

Kenyan girls.   Because of their work they were chosen to represent 

GGBC at two International Girls Summits – ‗iLive2Lead Summit‘ and 

‗G(Girls) 20 Summit‘.  Pauline traveled to Washington DC in July and 

Lilian will travel to Paris in October to proudly represent GGBC and 

Kenya at these prestigious forums.   

 

GGBC girls lit up Times 

Square, New York in 

October 2010 (below), 

when Microsoft featured 

GGBC on the cover of 

its Annual Citizenship 

(corporate social 

responsibility) Report. 

 

                  

 

Key dates 

 September 2009, GGBC featured in Opening Plenary at CGl 

Meeting as an example of a CGI Commitment that is having an 

impact on the empowerment of girls and young women.  
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 September 2009, GGBC featured in Closing Plenary at CGI 

Meeting and three beneficiaries were awarded scholarships to the 

American University in Dubai as Clinton Scholars 

 September 2010, GGBC participated in the Clinton Global 

Initiative Meeting in a Panel Discussion Session on the impact of 

―Technology on the Empowerment of Girls‖.   

 

 March 2011, GGBC invited to the White House to celebrate 

‗International Women‘s Day‘ with First Lady Michelle Obama and 

Secretary of State Clinton.  

 

 April 2011, four GGBC beneficiaries attended CGIU (Clinton 

Global Initiative University) and registered a Commitment, ―Hey 

Sister, Get Clued-up‖ to reach 10,000 young women in Africa. 

  

 June 2011, GGBC beneficiary invited to represent Kenya at the 
‗Young African Women Leaders Forum‘ – Johannesburg, South 

Africa. 

 

 July 2011, GGBC beneficiary invited to represent Kenya at the 

‗Young Women‘s International Leadership Summit‘ - Washington 

DC. 

 

 October 2011, GGBC beneficiary invited to represent Kenya at 

the ‗G(Girls) 20  Summit‘ – Paris, France. 
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